Vermont Horse Council
Membership Meeting
June 20, 2015
at
Hoses and Pathfinders Facility
6899 Route 100B
Moretown, VT 05660

16 members
2 guest

Meeting was called to order by President Heidi Krantz at 12:30 pm

Lucinda Newman, owner of Horses and Patfinders, welcomed us to her place. Check out her facility at
www:horsesandpathfinders.com; or call 802-223.1903. Brochures available in Secretary book.

Secretary report was accepted as written in the March/April newsletter. Motion made by Patricia
Branon, seconded by Carmel Stone. All approved

Treasurer's report accepted as presented by Suzanne Martin, motion made by Laura Hamilton,
seconded by Patricia Branon.

Heidi spoke: encouraging the group to think about replenishing the scholarship accounts.

Doug Smith gave membership report

Currently 113 members: 17 lifetime, 96 paid for 2015

Karen Rosemark is still pumping new memberships in to the organization from the membership booths
she organized.

Heidi encouraged all who attended to pass out membership forms to friends and family

New organizational structure was discussed. Heidi explained the break down of committees to the
group, hoping it will help with updating the website.

Promotions: Carmel Stone
Membership survey was handed out.

Horse Paper Pouches were ordered and should be in in about a week.




Safety: The VHC radio version of the PSA has been sent to 7 radio stations. Nancy Andrus is on the
Governor's public safety committee. Carmel will contact Nancy with info on VHC's pubic safety
announcement. Patricia offered to go to a meeting with Carmel if she needed her to.

Carmel would like the safety vests to be "talked up".

Newsletter: No report. Laura Hamilton asked when the next deadline would be. Heidi offered to ask
Charlotte and let everyone know about the upcoming deadline.

Website: Lynn Knight recently stepped down as committee chair. There is one proposal that is being
considered. Currently our newsletter is not mobile device friendly. Any thougths/ideas? Let Heidi know.

Equine Activities Committee: Doug Smith

NEKET ride is September 11-13, 2015

Tunbridge Ride is September 25-27, 2015

Meeting at UVM Morgan Horse Farm is October 24, 2015, with a tour after the meeting.

Trail challenge clinic was discussed. It will be August 22nd at the Bristol Recreation Field. Heidi will
follow up on the insurance. Mike Benoit suggested VHC invite pony clubs to the clinic. Mike will get a list
of pony clubs to Doug and Heidi.

Figure 8 Riding Facility is hosting a police-horse de-spooking clinic the last week in August. Contact Laura
Hamilton for more information

Heidi spoke about the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. It is being used as a multi-use trail and there are some
concerns about manure and hoof prints in the trail. Please clean up after what your horse leaves behind.
Stay to the side as much as possible.

Sandy Bender from the Lamoille Riding & Driving club had a dog attack her horse while tied to her
trailer. This incident triggered a response from the Stowe bike club. There could be an event for multi-
use trail users focusing on communication. Sandy's face book posting told the whole story. Sandy also
wrote a letter to the editor.

Services: Belinda Brown & Karen Rosemark:

llene reported about the 2015 Annual Meeting and National Issues Form of AHC. She encouraged us all
to please go to the AHC website (www.horsecouncil.org), check out the "time to ride" website
(www.timetoride.com), dedicated to the 40 and over women who may have more free time, and the
coalition of state horse councils (https://cshcsite) which has the VHC PSA on the home page. Also,
please ask to see her books and brochures she brought back from the conference.




Congress is considering handing over all federal lands (not including Federal forests and parks) to the
state which they can develop, sell, etc..
(llene’s full report is in the secretary file)

Laura Hamilton spoke about her concern that Vermont has lost the horse specialist, Betsy Greene. It was
explained that Betsy has one more year as UVM extension's budget is in trouble.

It was noted that this group (VHC)'s role will be all the more important once UVM extension — Equine,
gets done.

Mike Benoit spoke about his view on the Farm Bureau's role in covering for Betsy. VHC should think
about how we can help them cover for her.

The topic of VHC lobbying came up. It would appear VHC is able to lobby under 501c3 rules, but our by-
laws state we cannot. It was decided the Board will look into it.

llene said the Maine Horse Council will contact Heidi about lobbying. And, llene is encouraging VHC send
more people to the AHC Conference in June.

Scholarships: Belinda Brown
Firefly Farm was awarded $355 at the meeting, retracting the rejection letter sent Cody Smith on June
9th.

Belinda stated that her husband, Phil Lovely, has been working with the scholarship committee on new
guidelines.

Specific areas they are working on: awards, fund raising, new deadline, automatic membership at the
youth level, etc. The recipient of the scholarship should send a thank you and a photo, come to a
meeting for a presentation (at the college level) and minors will have to have parental permission for
photo and release of name.

Because the funds are low and the demand is high, the committee will have to say 'the funds are gone
for this year". Karen, Suzanne and Heidi will discuss combining the scholarship money as there is less
demand for the college funds.

Suggestions are still being considered so contact Belinda Brown, Karen Rosemark and Heidi Krantz.
The committee will have a report with proposed changes at the October meeting.

Bev McMullin expressed concerns that The Clif Murray/Floyd Fuller scholarship fund is being
misrepresented on the treasurer reports. Suzanne will change the name from College fund on her

reports.

Riding & Driving: Brenda Lasell via email




Sandy Bender has joined, Sarah Thompson received an acknowledgement and award, Karen Rosemark
reached 500 hours and got a t-shirt.

Farm Bureau: Bev McMullin

Bev reported that Bill Moore will be lobbying on the water quality bill (H.35). The new bill calls for
improvement in ways large and medium farm operations create run off into water ways. Check our
www.legislatino/vermont.gov or Contact Bill if you have questions (wmore@gmatv.net or 802-888-
9391. Also, please consider joining the Farm Bureau individually.

Heidi announced: Committee chairs, please keep a list of what's happening in your committee, get a
report to your point person before the meeting so that it can go into meeting reports and onto the
website.

Horse Surveys will be collected by Carmel in Meg's absence.

VHC is still waiting for a check form CV Expo in the amount of $1875. For the extreme trail challenge,
that will go into the general fund.

Meeting locations were discussed and Laura Hamilton from Figure 8 Riding at Fire Fly Farm committed
to hosting one this time of year next year.

Next meeting will be October 25th at the UVM Morgan farm.

A meeting with Lou at NEKET is in the works. Heidi will follow up with him.
Doug will post VHC's ride events on the Facebook page.

Heidi is working on quotes for new insurance providers.

Meeting adjourned 1:50 pm motion made by Doug, seconded by Belinda.

Respectfully submitted,
Terry Rose



