Vermont Horse Council
June 18, 2016

Meeting held at The Center for America’s First Horse, Johnson, Vermont

Introduction

Heidi Krantz, President, began the meeting welcoming everyone, thanking Stephanie for hosting
the meeting, and having the attendees introduce themselves.

Attendees

Carmel Stone: Essex Safety Commission Chairman, PSA participant (rode her horse XXX)
Pattie: From Montgomery; enjoys every day with her horses

Stewart: Montpelier; is training his horse from English to Western

Belinda: Craftbury; is happy that her horse is losing weight

Jada Rosemark: Sheffield; training horses with troubled backgrounds

Karen Rosemark: on Board of Directors; enjoying watching Jada working with rescued animals,
especially her goat

Jean Audette: Orwell; has Morgans and recently attended a four-day horsemanship class in
Waterbury with great success

Robin: Orwell; is back riding after surgery
Doug Smith: Addison; is nursing back a horse that had severe injury

Vickie Smith: Addison; due to health problems and failing eyesight, she let her husband Doug
administer the vet care to their injured horse while she supervised closely

Husband of Treasurer (name?): Horse husband who does everything

Gloria Bruce: Treasurer; has watched her horse Joe’s ( or is it Team Joe??) slow but successful
rehabilitation in both mind and physical

Stephanie’s daughter (name): home from college in Colorado and riding horses



Stephanie Lockhart: Watching students learn and grow, trying to prioritize her time and work
at The Center so she has time to enjoy her own horses

Lynn DesMarais: Due to move, is currently horseless; just joined the Vermont Farm Bureau

Wendy Hall: Cambridge; rescued/rehomed Arab mare last fall who arrived well-trained to ride
but with issues; gaining her trust and enjoying her immensely with her other two geldings

Heidi Krantz: President; always looking for time to ride; thankful that all her horses are happy
and content

Treasurer’s Report

Gloria went over the financial statements. Now that VHC is using QuickBooks, it should be a little
easier to track assets and liabilities. Accounts Receivable is being tracked now and will include
membership dues. The process to accept dues and donations is automated, including emailing a
thank you note to the person donating. Next step is to go over the budget and present it to the
Board for consideration and review.

Membership Report

Doug discussed VHC membership - currently 150 members with a goal to reach 200. Emails are
being sent to old (previous) members. As of June 18, there were 630 “Likes” on FaceBook which
would be great to convert to members.

President’s Report

Heidi discussed all the different ways to volunteer which were also listed in the handout at the
meeting. There is a gofundme.com page for Groton State Park. So many scholarships were given
that it’s time to rebuild the fund.

Karen Rosemark

Gave an overview of the work involved in preparing the newsletter. Please send any interesting
stories and pictures you have to her! Also, please send a photo of you and your horse.

If you can volunteer to ride and mark trails in Tunbridge, please contact Karen Blow.
Discussed the Equine Summit.

Carmel Stone

Thanked everyone for their work on the safety video PSA, especially Ken Hoppner who was not
present at the meeting. It aired on WCAX and Channel 5. Within 24 hours, there were over 1,000
“Likes” on FaceBook so it’s being seen and reaching the public.

Heidi and Carmel attended the VT Drivers Education Conference and participated in a
demonstration showing how horses can react to different situations (e.g., plows and trailers).

Doug Smith



Groton State Park trails have been marked; bridge repaired and Peacham trail is now open.
Reminded everyone of the gofundme page to help pay for panels.

Volunteers needed for: Tunbridge (ride and mark trails), Willoughby ride in (date??); mentioned
that the parking is very limited at that ride. NEKET has new maps available. Working with staff at
Robinson National Forest to establish trails.

There was a discussion about the August ECTRA ride; Vickie stated at this time, the entries are
few and very slow to fill.

VHC is planning an exploratory ride through Ascutney State Forest to view the trails and it is in
the planning stages.

Discussed American Horse Council —-show of hands of who wants VHC to become involved
(majority indicated yes), in particular to endorse support of the Animal Welfare Code. Belinda
gave a summary of this Code.

Karen Rosemark

Gave an overview of the scholarships; there is a wide spectrum of funds to be disbursed. Those
that had received a scholarship were extremely appreciative. The funds are at zero now and need
to be rebuilt.

Lynn DesMarais

Lynne gave a detailed account of the case in Killington of the man who has been charged with
manslaughter. His pet bull got loose from his fenced pasture and a couple driving hit the bull,
subsequently ran into a tree, and the passenger (the driver’s wife) was killed. She explained how
the law works and what we should do to be aware of our own situations with fencing.

*hEk

The meeting was adjourned; lunch was served. Stephanie Lockhart and Tim Hayes gave an
overview of the background and what goes on at The Center, followed by demonstrations from
several talented students of the Center for America’s First Horse.

Submitted by Wendy Hall in Terry Rose's absense



