
Vermont Horse Council
Creating a Unified Equine Voice

Annual Meeting
January 31, 2023



Agenda

Business Meeting

6-7:30

Kaleigh Davenport Presentation

7:30-8:30



Mission Statement

● To promote and protect the interest of all Vermont horsemen and horsewomen.

● To provide information on the Vermont horse industry, laws and regulations affecting it, and 

on other related subjects.

● To be a means of communication between all horsemen and to provide information to the 

general public.

● To map, mark, and develop interconnecting riding trails throughout the state of Vermont.

● To encourage horsemen to respect public and private property rights



Board of Directors

President- Mikayla Pick Vice President- Position currently open



Board of Directors

Secretary/Treasurer- Jeannette Cole

Board Members- Monica Raymond, Kerrie 
Garvey, Lisa LaFont, Jean Audet, Jim Robinson , 
Robin Severy



2022 Financials- Expenses
Trail Maintenance Payments 2,610.53

Equine Summit Expenses 973.06

Liability & Event Insurance Exp 804.95

Directors & Officers Insurance 602.00

Website Expenses 535.99

Organizational Membership 
Dues

485.00

Bank/Processing Fees 244.69

Office/General Expenses 164.89

Meeting Expenses 149.90

Bookkeeping Expense 75.00



2022 Financials- Income
Silver Lake Donations 2,710.54

 Membership Income 2,045.00

Business Membership 1,300.00

Equine Summit Income 1,220.00

Trail Maintenance Donations 875.00

General Donations 630.00

CM/FF College Donations 100.00

Ride & Drive Income 80.00

Merchandise Sales 80.00

Equine Emergency Donations 35.00

Youth Scholarship Donations 35.00

Interest Income 5.87



Committee Structures

1. Trails- Chaired by Monica and Kerrie, focus on maintaining trails and gaining 
more access to trails across the state

2. Legislative- Chaired by Mikayla, supported by Heidi.  Goal is to work with 
Farm Bureau, American Horse Council, Farm Show, and legislative days

3. Executive- chaired by Mikayla and Jeannette, operation of the organization, 
fundraising, event planning and collaborations, meetings

4. Safety- Chaired by Lisa, maintaining presence around the state for equines
5. Marketing/Media- Chair is Open, Equine Summit, Social media, website, 

newsletters, membership, Swag, email admin.



2022 Accomplishments

Trails

- Worked with Forest and Parks to start 
construction of new corrals at Silver 
Lake

- Trail Cleanup days at Willoughby, 
Glover, and 

- Creating new maps of the current trails
- Collaboration with Trail Chicks!

Legislative

- Collaboration with Farm Bureau!!!
- Starting farm visits with Farm Bureau to 

help them understand what the equine 
industry needs

- Working on Act 250 to include equines
-



2022 Accomplishments

Executive

- June Meeting held at Rising Action 
Mustang Society (RAMS) and VT 
Morgan Farm in Middlebury.

- Worked on reorganizing and planning 
for the future of VHC

- Hay Directory created

Safety

- Updated our Safety on Roads and Trails 
video with Anson Tebitts

- Shared our video and a press release to 
many papers and communities to 
spread awareness

- Working with 4H to involve youth in 
safety around horses



2022 Accomplishments

Marketing and Media

- 2022 Equine Summit was a success!
- Gained more followers on facebook 

and started an Instagram page
- Working on updating the Website!

OTHER!!!

Lisa has been working hard with Wendy Sorrel 
with 4H extension on a poster contest.  Look for 
that to hit our facebook with results in May!



Motion Summary

FEB (in meeting)– Free membership for 2022 to Jeanine Welch (chain saw certified person) and 
to Kat McKean (photographer who as granted permission to use her pictures).

MARCH (via email) – To award Christy Rohan the Vermont Horse Council Person of the Year for 
2022 to be awarded at the Equine Industry Summit on April 6, 2022.

MARCH (via email) – To award Heidi Krantz Vermont Horse Council Person of the Year for 
2021to be awarded at the Equine Industry Summit on April 6, 2022.

APRIL (via email) – To move forward with the Agency of Ag (VAAFM) by offering support in the 
creation of a new “Share the Road” PSA for no monetary cost to VHC.

APRIL (via email) – To award Denny Emmerson, Barb Peck and Karen Clark a year free 
membership to VHC as a thank you for speaking at the Industry Summit.



Motion Summary
- APRIL (in meeting) – Vermont Horse Council to write a letter of support of soliciting federal funding by 
Rhythm of the Rein to acquire and develop a property which would provide space for a large animal 
veterinary facility and housing to incentivize practitioners to locate in Central Vermont.

JUNE (in meeting) – To spend no more than $75 to purchase 500 VHC postcards.

JULY (in meeting) – To purchase panels for two corrals, not to exceed $3000 for Silver Lake equestrian 
site. Monies to be reimbursed by USDA grant in August 2022.

NOV (in meeting) – Annual renewals of membership are effective for 12 months from the date of 
purchase.

NOV (in meeting) – Raise annual membership, effective 2023 to $30 for individual, $40 for family and $250 
for lifetime.

NOV (in meeting) – Suspend awarding scholarships until further notice due to lack of funding.

NOV (via email) – To obtain the web domain VermontHorse.com through transfer from Richard Lancaster 
at no cost and authorize to spend up to $25 for the retention of the domain on an annual basis.



Events and Promotions

Annual Equine Summit, April 2022

Member Day at RAMS and UVM 
Morgan Farm in Middlebury VT



Media Promotions

Website

- Newly updated Trails Page
- Newly updated Safety Page
- Coming in 2023, reorganize the 

whole website!
- To Include a members log in
- Reorganization for easier 

access
- Clearer vision of who we are and 

what we do

Social Media



Activities and Collaborations

Farm Bureau Collaboration

- Heidi has been working 
all year with the Farm 
Bureau to get horses 
included in their 
lobbying

- Farm Visits with county 
reps

- 2023 Anticipating 
doing some farm 
shows

- Increasing awareness 
of equine businesses 
in the state

Silver Lake Campsite Project - Headed up by 
Jean and Laurie



Activities and Collaborations

Filmed a New Safety PSA! Trail Clean up Day- Brewster Uplands Cambridge, VT



Ride and Drive- 2022

Judy    Davis   586.75

Susan   Birge  93

Lisa    LaFont  66.5

Sue     Miller  236.25

Jem (Lorraine)  Rodgers  126.5

What is Ride and Drive?
- Based on the Honor System, you record every time 

you ride, drive, or do any in hand work with your 
horse (grooming and feeding don’t count!)

- Yes, you can record shows, clinics, and paces!
- At the end of the year send your completed log to 

LISA LAFONT who is our 2023 Ride and Drive 
organizer.

- Award levels are at 50, 100, 150, 200, 350, 500, 
750 and 1,000 hours. Special awards are given at 
500, 1,000 and 2,000 hour levels (like t-shirts and 
insulated mugs), but at every level, you will receive 
another bar to sew under your patch. 

- $20 per adult, $15 per child to participate



2023 Calendar of Events- VHC Hosted

● Ready to Ride: Humans!  With Louise 
Lynch, January 26, Feb 2, 9, 14, 23, March 
2

● Ready to Ride Clinic: Horse Fitness with 
Carmel Stone, Date TBD

● Ready to Ride: Horses! With Emily Ethier, 6 
weeks April to May, dates TBD

● Equine Industry Summit: April 20th at 
GMHA

● Fall Benefit Ride: With Addison County 
Trail Trotters, September 16

EQUINE INDUSTRY SUMMIT 2023

- Keynote Speaker- Julie Broadway: 
American Horse Councils President

- ACT 250 and CURRENT USE Talk and 
Discussion

- FARM BUREAU- What do they do and how 
can we help

- Liability and Insurance- Why are they 
important for all

- Networking- Calling all equine businesses!  
We want you to attend!



Calendar of Events- Member Organizations!

● TREC Series: At Delaney Stables, Feb 5, 
Mer 5, April 2

● Memorial Day Pleasure Ride: GMHA May 
27th

● Spring Competitive Ride and Drive: GMHA 
June 10

● Summertime Trail Ride: BAld Mountain in 
North Clarendon, July 1

● CTR Pleasure Ride and Drive: GMHA July 
10

● Fall Foliage Pleasure Ride: GMHA 
September 28

● Ride for the Cure: GMHA October 9



Ideas and Dreams for 2023

● Trail rides that collaborate with different 
state organizations

● Highlighting different properties and farms 
with fundraising rides

● Working with Farm Bureau at County fairs
● Improving member and volunteer turnout 

on trail clean up days!
● Gaining more business members



Any Questions or Comments?


